[Effect of midazolam as a premedicant].
A new benzodiazepine-type drug, midazolam, was administered intramuscularly as a premedicant to 155 patients aged from 16 to 81 years with ASA status 1 or 2. The hypnotic action and the effect on the upper airway tract of midazolam were evaluated. Hypnosis appeared 5 minutes after the administration of midazolam, reached its plateau after 20 minutes and started to decline after 30 minutes. The hypnotic effect showed dose-dependent increase in doses ranging from 0.05 to 0.20 mg.kg-1. No age-dependent differences in hypnosis were observed except for teenage group which showed stronger hypnosis than the other age groups. There was no problem on the upper airway tract for all age groups at the dosage of 0.05 mg.kg-1, but in the patients over 40 years increasing dosage tended to obstruct the upper airway tract. Along with the appearance of hypnosis, cough and breath holding, suggesting retention and aspiration of saliva, were observed. The appropriate dosage of midazolam for premedication was considered to be 0.05 mg.kg-1.